
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   May 19, 2022 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY: Terri Palmer and Dr. George Kim were sworn in as Board members 

CALL TO ORDER- Dr. John Kornmayer called the meeting to order at 5:21 pm 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Chris Davis (Member of 

Public), Linley Foster (Social Worker), Peggy Franklin (Nurse), Aaron Greene (Member of Public), George 

Kim (Member of Public), John Kornmayer (Physician), Penny Padgett (Member of Public), Terri Palmer 

(Member of Public), and Ellen Thomas (Consumer) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Vennie Abrams (Member of Public), Rick Covil (Consumer), Linda Greensfelder 

(Psychologist), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), Andre Overholt (Commissioner), Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist), and 

Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR DR. DAVID WAGNER: Moment of silence was observed for the passing of a 

board member, Dr. David Wagner (Dentist). 

WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS AND YOUTH ADVOCACY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

 Board Members: Vennie Abrams, Chris Davis, Dr. George Kim, Terri Palmer and Ellen Thomas 

 Youth Advocacy Committee Members: Medina Ramirez and Mary Rose Schwarzkopf  

 Public Transportation Manager: Bill Crisp 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion to approve the agenda by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Linley 
Foster. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: Motion to approve the consent agenda as provided by Aaron 
Greene and seconded by Thomas Adkins. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion to approve March 2022 minutes by Linley Foster and seconded by 
Penny Padgett. The motion carried unanimously. 
      
MANAGEMENT/PROGRAM DISCUSSION: 

A. BOARD REPORT QUESTIONS:  
- Joshua Kennedy reported on 2 cases: a rabid fox and also a dangerous dog situation, 

both of which Animal Control was involved in. Ordinances have been issued for 
management of these aggressive dogs. 

- Kennedy gave an overview of the recent pediatric hepatitis outbreak, which is being 
observed by the World Health Organization and the CDC. 

- Kennedy reported no known connection between hepatitis and Covid 19 infection or 
vaccination, but possible association with adenovirus, which is being investigated. 

- John Kornmayer asked if seniors were yet able to ride Public Transportation to the 
Senior Center. Bill Crisp, Transportation manager, stated rides are available Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays to the Senior Center. 

B. SENIOR GAMES: 

- Julie Jolley, Activities Coordinator with Senior Center, gave a presentation of the Senior 

Games 2022. 



- Jolley stated the Senior Games is a year-round health benefit of friendly competition, 
including arts and athletics, for those age 50 and up. 

- Jolley stated the art collection is available on social media, online and also at Stearns 
through next week 

- Complete presentation incorporated within 
C. SNAP ARPA FUND: 

- Joshua Kennedy reported on available funding for Social and Economic Services for 

upgrades for the SNAP programs; allocations are determined by FNS caseload size. 

- Kennedy stated the intention for this funding will be to invest in technology to improve 

client access to SNAP, including online applications and benefit management tools. 

- Kennedy reported a new phone system that will link to laptop computers, allowing for 

remote work utilization.  

D. MEDICAID EXPANSION: Tabled until next meeting 

E. STAFF TURNOVER AND RECRUITMENT EFFORTS:        

- Kennedy discussed open positions within the agency, including drivers in transportation, 

one part-time kitchen vacancy with Senior Services, one vacancy as Income 

Maintenance Caseworker in Economic Services, and one Social Worker vacancy in CPS. 

- Kennedy reported Environmental Health is currently fully staffed. 

F. FISCAL REPORT ON CMARC/CMHRP: 

- Kennedy gave an overview of the CMARC and CMHRP services, which are assured 

through Blue Ridge Health; documentation has improved over the last years. 

- Kennedy reported care managers continue to work towards obtaining the penetration 

rate of 1.85% and Care Management Supervisor to complete Phase 3 Training. 

- Kennedy reported on the financial status of the 5 PHPs, including recovered funds, 

payments becoming more regular, over/under payments, and delays in system for 

PMPM counts. 

- Complete report incorporated within 

G. ACCREDITATION REMINDER: 

- Kennedy gave an overview of the accreditation process, what this includes and also the 

development of a matrix for the Board 

- Kennedy stated to discuss fee assessment, budget review, board education, Community 

Health Assessment reports, and communication to the Board of County Commissioners 

of financial support. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A. COVID-19 UPDATES: 

- Joshua Kennedy gave an overview on the overall cases, lagging indicators, local data, 

variants, vaccine efforts, current response level and CDC community levels. 

- Kennedy reported at-home test kits are available and results are not always reported 

- Kennedy reported on post vaccination cases, per capita case rates, and ICU admissions 

- Kennedy discussed the mortality rates; unvaccinated individuals are more likely to die of 

Covid-19 than people who have received a booster. 

- Kennedy stated that boosters will be available for children 5 to 11 beginning tomorrow. 

- Kennedy briefly discussed the cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in children 

 



COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

A.   FY2023 BUDGET UPDATES:                                                        

- Aaron Greene reported on a joint meeting recently to discuss the proposed changes to 

the fiscal year 2023 budget, and also the upcoming presentation to the Board of County 

Commissioners of the boards case. A final meeting with the Board of County 

Commissioners will take place in June for approval. 

- Kennedy discussed the key changes within the proposed budget for fiscal year 2023 

- Kennedy stated one new Social Worker needed in Foster Care and the County Manager 

has decided to defer the equity conversations until July  

- Kennedy stated the Safety Plan Initiative in Transportation was cut from the budget 

- Kennedy reported Covid Relief funding is anticipated to rollover in to the next fiscal year 

for Public Health, is likely for Senior Services, and possibly for Transportation. 

- Kennedy reported catch-up purchases in Transportation are impacting the budget due 

to shut downs in manufacturing in the last couple of years. 

- Kennedy discussed the short and long-term concerns and opportunities. 

- Complete report incorporated within 

B. POLICY AND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

1. Child and Specialty Family Plan:   

- Kennedy gave an overview of the state’s effort to create a single plan for children to 

obtain the services they need, but there is a lack of providers in western NC and also 

statewide; efforts are now on hold. 

2. CHA Follow-up:  

- Kennedy gave an overview of mental health and unintentional deaths; dates have 

increased significantly per capita since the last Community Health Assessment. 

- Kennedy gave an overview of the North Carolina Fatality Prevention System process 

- Kennedy discussed the Community Health Assessment strategies 

- Complete report incorporated within 

3. Program Integrity Policy Approval:  

- Motion to approve the Program Integrity Policy comes from the Policy and Advocacy 

Committee and does not require a second. All board members were in favor. 

 

C. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: 

- Kennedy reported the Nominations Committee met on May 9 to review the nominees 

for appointment. After extensive discussion and the Board’s goal of a representative 

membership, the committee brought forth a motion to approve the candidates as listed 

for approval by the Polk County Board of County Commissioners.  

- Motion was brought forth by the committee and does not require a second. All board 

members were in favor. 

- Kennedy reported the discussion of nominations for officer positions: John Kornmayer 

as Board Chair and Aaron Greene as Vice-Chair for the fiscal year 2023. These were the 

only nominees recommended.  



- Motion to elect John Kornmayer as Chair and Aaron Greene as Vice-Chair has been 

brought forth by the committee, so no second is required. All board members were in 

favor. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Local Childcare Plan: Motion to approve the Local Childcare Plan was made by Thomas 

Adkins and seconded by Linley Foster. The motion carried unanimously. 

2. FY2023 Meeting Schedule: Motion to approve the meeting schedule for the next fiscal 

year was made by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Penny Padgett. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

3. FY2023 Environmental Health Fees: Motion to approve the Environmental Health fees 

for the next fiscal year was made by Peggy Franklin and seconded by Linley Foster. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

4. FY2023 Committee Assignments: Joshua Kennedy will be forwarding a link to Board 

members in order to list preferences for various committees in which to participate. 

5. Aging and Adult Services Committee: Kennedy stated this committee needs volunteers, 

which helps advocating for seniors. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

CLOSED SESSION: Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11 section 3, for the purpose of discussing information  

  considered attorney-client privilege and personnel. 

- Motion to enter closed session by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Penny Padgett. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

- Motion to exit closed session by Penny Padgett and seconded by Thomas Adkins. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

MEETING SCHEDULE: 

- Joshua Kennedy reported the next scheduled meeting as July 21, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Linley Foster. The motion  

  carried unanimously. 


